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Social Worker Kim Weaver conducts ASSIST meetings at both JPS Montessori and 
McCulloch Academy each month, during which she helps teachers and parents develop 
extremely individualized behavior intervention plans, schedules daily breaks for 
students who need them (which she often oversees herself daily), and connects parents 
with appropriate community resources to meet the needs of their children. She also 
helps teachers identify interventions to address behavioral and academic needs of 
students.   

 
Weekly, Kim meets with the entire student body to do a social skills lesson using the Michigan Model and 
Second Step curriculums.  This both supports our PBIS implementation and allows teachers to meet in 
PLCs to collaborate.   
 
Dr. Weaver meets weekly with the students on her caseload individually and in small groups to support 
them in making the behavioral changes that keep them in school.  She also plays an integral role in the 
attendance process, contacting parents of students who are frequently absent or tardy to assist with 
problem solving and providing support.  
 
Ultimately, Kim supports our staff and students in ways that keep our students in school, allowing them 
to have daily access to the curriculum.  
 

 
Bennett's nomination for the October Power of One is Kathy Fish. Kathy serves on our 
Leadership Team and is an excellent "Teacher Leader" in our building. She leads by 
example. She analyzes her fall MAP data and routinely "drills down" to develop 
focused and targeted interventions for her skill groups identified using the MAP 
Learning continuum. She understands data is more than just numbers, it’s defining 
what those numbers mean in terms of skills and knowledge, and meeting the essential 
standards students are expected to meet for their grade level and beyond.  The 
information is used to spell out exactly which skills her students need to develop 
which drives her instruction, and it is an integral part of her daily instructional practice 
to increase student learning.  
 
Emphasis is also placed on teaching the content specific vocabulary in order to 
increase comprehension and depth of knowledge across the core content areas.  She 
pays particular attention on how the content is presented to students and how it 
aligns with grade level assessments. She has created flip charts to review with 
students throughout the year and routinely reviews. Kathy also challenges her 
students with "extension activities" that develop their higher order thinking skills.   
 
Kathy works collaboratively with her grade level team and is always willing to share 
her knowledge of effective instructional strategies with colleagues to improve student 
engagement and learning across all grade levels. Thank you Kathy for all your hard 
work and dedication to our students and Bennett School. 
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Let me introduce you to Ms. Vicki Brooks. Ms. Brooks is a 5th 
grade teacher at Northeast Elementary school who uses MAP 
data not only for herself to help students grow, but she teaches 
them to look at their scores and create goals on their own. Ms. 
Brooks’ students can tell you where they are in their education 
and what their educational goals are AND how they plan to make 
it. Ms. Brooks looped with her class this year. Last year 70% of 
her student met or exceeded their goals. The MAP was just taken 
for this year so let’s watch and see what these Vikings do with 
their power now that they have had an opportunity to hone their 
skills. 
Northeast is proud to present Ms. Brooks as our Power of One 
for October! 

 

 
 

Reynolds Hall would like to nominate Elliot Munz as a District Power of One.  
Serving as technology liaison for a large and extremely busy school district 
requires a lot of juggling, dropping what you’re in the middle of doing, and being 
extraordinarily patient.  Elliot embodies all those virtues. He is very responsive 
to our many, many requests and he is graciously helpful, regardless of task.  
When he walks into our building with a specific job in mind, he is often 
bombarded with people begging for help in different areas, and he will always 
take time to see what he can do (and he never laughs at stupid questions). His 
silly sense of humor and positive attitude make him a solid member of the JPS 
team – both as technician and head girls’ basketball coach.  Thank you Elliot. 

 
 

 
 

 


